To Cherokee nation Tribal Council Tahlequah, Oklahoma

From: Marilyn Vann — President — Descendants of freedmen Association

Re: Proposed Constitutional Amendment authored by Councilman Martin regarding citizenship changes
Date: June 12, 2006

To: Esteemed Members of the tribal council

I come before you humbly and ask that you not pass any legislation which may affect the tribal membership rights of any
citizen of the Cherokee nation including those citizens whose ancestors were listed as Cherokee freedmen citizens by the
Dawes Commission. [ believe that it is the duty of the tribal council to uphold the rights of every citizen. Although the
tribal council legally can pass any constitutional amendment that it pleases? | ask, is this fair for all of the Cherokee
people, including the freedmen citizens? At the April 27 rules committee meeting, the committee voted to study the issue
of making constitutional changes for 60 days. A subcommittee was set up to study the issue further and the subcommuttee
voted on May 11" to obtain more information from the citizens as to whether they believed a vote on a constitutional
change on the citizenship requirements was wanted by the majority of the people: additionally some tribal employecs
were not available to make reports at that meeting. . At that time, the majority of the citizens, especially those who lived
in communities outside of Oklahoma without internet access were even unaware that the council was debating putting the
rights of any group of long time citizens up to a vote to be removed from the tribe. Yet only 4 days later, this time period
was taken away and the proposed amendment was sct to be placed on the June 12 tribal council agenda — severally cutting
back on the information gathering period.. | raise the question of why the amendment to remove the freedmen people’s
citizenship rights is being hurried thru the council, unlike any other action of this council — such as changing election law
where more than 1 year was spent before the council did anything. 1 also state that various initiative petitions such as one
to withdraw the 1999 constitution or for the people to elect judges have not been treated in a similar manner by the
council

It appears that some members of the council would like for this vote to proceed at an expedited rate in spite of the fact that
many of the people have misinformation regarding who the freedmen people are, why they have citizenship rights, or why
they were enrolled separately on the Dawes rolls. ete. [ also take strong issue with some of the misinformation being
currently given to the people and or given to the people in the past which appears to be given out in order to prejudice the
people against the freedmen people, and to encourage them to demand that the council take action which could remove
the freedmen peoples citizenship rights and or to encourage them to sign a petition to do so.. 1have been given written
testimonies as well as statements from people who took the Cherokee history class where they have been given
information, by individuals including the Principal Chief that the “freedmen citizenship rights were forced on the tribe™.
These allegations were raised more than 40 years ago in the case Cherokee nation Vs US 12 ICC 570. The Federal Court
ruled that the freedmen people enrolled on the Dawes rolls had citizenship in the Cherokee nation and that citizenship was
not forced on the Cherokee people, information from the actual 1866 treaty negotiations and tribal council meetings
during that time period were discussed in the case. The ICC case ruling was upheld by 180 Ct Claims 18] in May 1967,
Although these federal cases should have put this to rest, this myth was also raised in the Lucy Allen case by tribal
attorneys. (JAT 04-09) and the Supreme Court of the Cherokee nation affirmed the earlier Federal court findings that the
freedmen were not “forced on the tribe”. Furthermore, on June 8 2006 in Claremore in the presence of several witnesses
including a representative of the Tulsa World Reporter, and a representative of National Native News former Deputy
Chief John Ketcher made this statement regarding the freedmen being “forced™ on the tribe — more than 2 months after
the Allen decision was made. There is no doubt in my mind that the continuing propagation of this myth is for the purpose
of encouraging the people to remove the freedmen peoples citizenship rights based on the erroncous belicf that the
freedmen rights were forced on the Cherokee people.

I also wish to draw attention to other issues regarding other misinformation being given to the Cherokee voters. In
Claremore Oklahoma on June 8th, in the presence of Cherokee voters as well as the press, The councilwoman from
District 7 Mrs Cowan Watts encouraged the Cherokee voters to demand that the council act to approve the proposed
special amendment being introduced by councilman Martin pertaining to the freedmen peoples Cherokee citizenship
rights and also for the people to sign the petition of former Deputy Chief Ketcher. She told the people that this would be
the first time that the Cherokee people would be voting on who would be members of the Tribe. The only logical reason
that I can fathom for the councilwoman to make this statement is to make the people feel that they are doing something






