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Joe Gr.ayson. Jr.
Deputy PrÎ¡icipal Chief

CHEROKEE NATIONc
P.O. Box 948 . Tahlequnh, OK 74465..9118 . (918) 4~3-5000

Octóber 13, 2006.
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C"C;C-i ---~oo-me-
t. rrrroC"~
~~RE: Constitutional Amendment ~M,. -

I received your letter of August 30, 2006 by facsimile on SePtemb~r 6, ?1006, ~heI"ebY you

acknowledge my letter of June 9, 2006.

James Cason, Acting Assistant Secreta
Deparent ofthe Interor
1849 "C" Street, NW
Was~ington, DC 202Q2
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My prima Constitutional responsibilty is to cc... Mus the laws of the Cherokee Nation to be
faithfully executèd~'.." '(Artcle. VI, Section 9,. Constitution. of the. Ch~rok~e Nation). . The
Cherókeè'¡18plë:'adthe Cour. nave spokep.= and I.-canot act 'cöntr..tó.Na#.an 'l~w. .~t.

Judicíal: Appeà1s Tnl1Ülal;' IlOW' 1hé Cherokee Nation. Supreme. C~U(.hW; .nnefUn..AT; O?~O~..t~:åt.

thb &i..~pebpIe 'oj'the" Ch"ëlhkée Natfóit "by tlÍeir inherent. .sov~reig'':.R~wer ,had 
, tii-e righi to

l'Í!mòvé the sø¡¡ini¡jösed reqùii-etne-,i-t ofArlcll! xv Section Te11. (10J of the. CheiokÚ Natiim,
Constitution of 1975." The COiirtfurlher.rue4.-that the CJerok~e Natîofi C;oìistitufiøii .of 1999.
(~.. . beea.fue the tlrgånîd law of the Cherl;kee Nation on July 26;.2003,.. .'\ I'~ Cherokee people

åådt1ë ¿our have Withdrawn toe 'self-imposed r~quîrt1etit.for ap,prQvaI.¡ ,": ::,:\, .. r ".. ,
Regåraless, thàn you fôr the.coursy of extending åhõ'ter oppo::ty. fQr: rtvlew,". \ ... ,......... . - . ... . ... . ,
We'äis'~iie:~il ;òhr ~s~~on th~t a~ ~pp~~~. ~f-o~ Con~'ti'~ti~~' is ;~q~i;ed'-Îi~~~~~r if
you believe some duty exists you may reviéw the Constitution without ou invitation or consent. .

.' .,'. .

Also in your letter of Augut. 30, 2006, you suggest that Allen '.v. Chei"òkee Natiò1' Tribal
Council, JA T ~04-09, indicates that th.e 2003 election reqtrted a võte from eligible Freedmen. It
does' not: . "The . decision JA T' '05-04, which' followed t1ie Allen decisioPi stated that the
Co~titutional amendment) and later tIe proposed i 999 new COÏistitution were properly
sibmitted 'to the' Cherokéë people and adopted.' The 'Cour further ruled that the results of both .
elections 'héld on 'May 24 and July 2~ were'.'c,. ..properly. certfied by the Clei:oke~ Nation
EIèctöti..CotlImÍssion..... The BIA Ea~tern Oklahoma' 

Regional Director~ Ms. Jèannette Hanna,
reView~d. the procedures. and proc'esses of the "eection conduct~d -on. .May.')4, 2003 .and

recommeIided approval of the' Constitutional am.enc4tnt to BIA Headq1leI.on)uly is, ~004.
Even ítt4ë Allei case ,did require a .vote by Freeden, whíc~' it does not" the '.number of votes

cast-by Freedieií'wouJd have 'not been sufcient to change the outcome o(tbe eIeêti'on on the
CnnstitutioIIat aIIendmént Since the Cour's rulin in.Allen, .the.Nation has registered to vote
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approximately 572 persons with ancestors'on the Freedmen rolls. The vote on May 24,2003 wa.s
6,996 to remove Federal approval; 4,218 to keep Federal approval. The outcome would still
have resulted in removing the BLA approval ftom the Cherokee Nation Constitution, even if all
of these votes were agaist the amendment.

I trst ths inormation may be helpfuL. .Please contact Paula Ragsdale in the Cherokee Nation

Washington D,C. office a.t (202) 393-7007 should you have any questions. .

Sincerly,

~~~~~~
Prinçipal Chef
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